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Musculoskeletal imaging

MODALITY PROCEDURE REASON FOR STUDY CPT

MRI MR ankle without contrast 	y Avascular necrosis

	y Infection

	y Ligament tear 

	y Tendon tear

	y Tumor/mass

73721

MRI MR elbow without contrast 	y Avascular necrosis

	y Infection

	y Ligament tear

	y Tendon tear

	y Tumor/mass 

73221

MRI MR foot without contrast 	y Avascular necrosis

	y Infection

	y Ligament tear

	y Tendon tear

	y Tumor/mass 

73718

MRI MR hip unilateral  
without contrast

	y Avascular necrosis

	y Infection

	y Tumor/mass

73721

MRI MR knee without contrast 	y Arthritis

	y Avascular necrosis

	y Damaged cartilage, ligaments or tendon

	y Decreased range of motion

	y Infection

	y Meniscus tear 

	y Pain

	y PCL/ACL tear

	y Swelling

	y Tumor/mass

73721

MRI MR pelvis (bone)  
without contrast

	y Fracture

	y Sacral/coccyx disorder

	y SI joint pain

72195

MRI MR shoulder without contrast 	y Arthritis

	y Decreased range of motion

	y Fracture

	y Labral tear

	y Pain

	y Rotator cu� tear

73221

MRI MR tibia/fibula unilateral  
without contrast

	y Infection

	y Mass

	y Tumor

73718

MRI MR SI joints without contrast 	y SI joint pain 72195

Musculoskeletal imaging

MODALITY PROCEDURE REASON FOR STUDY CPT

MRI MR upper extremity joint  
with contrast

	y Cancer

	y Infection

	y Mass

	y Metastases

	y Pain

	y Tumor

73218

MRI MR wrist without contrast 	y Arthritis

	y Injury

	y Pain

	y Swelling

73221

Spine imaging

CPT codes are a copyright of the American Medical Association (AMA). If you 

cannot find what you are looking for, please reference the “AMA CPT Manual.”

E�ective dates: 1/1/2020-12/31/2020

MODALITY PROCEDURE REASON FOR STUDY CPT

MRI MR cervical without contrast 	y Disc herniation

	y Fracture

	y Neck pain

	y Radiculopathy

	y Soft-tissue damage

	y Spinal stenosis

	y Trauma

72141

MRI MR thoracic without contrast 	y Arthritis

	y Disc herniation

	y Fracture

	y Radiculopathy

	y Spinal cord injury

	y Spinal stenosis

	y Trauma

	y Upper/mid back pain

72146

MRI MR lumbar without contrast 	y Disc bulges

	y Disc herniation

	y Incontinence

	y Low back pain

	y Radiculopathy

	y Spinal stenosis

	y Trauma

72148

MRI  MR lumbar without and with 
contrast

	y Cauda equina syndrome

	y Mass/lesion

	y Suspected disc space infection/osteomyelitis

72158

MRI MR sacrum/coccyx without contrast 	y Injury

	y Pain

72195


