
~19

Potentially relevant guidelines 

identified in various resources*

13

Guidelines appraised 

using AGREE II analysis

~6

Guidelines Excluded 

Exclusion Criteria:   

Non-English language

Age of Publication

Ex-U.S. focus

Guideline limited to pregnancy

Limited information on imaging for PE9

Guidelines meeting AGREE II inclusion threshold 

of combined total score ≥ 90 

AND Rigor of Development Scaled Domain Score 

Percentage > 50% 

All were included in detailed ADAPTE 

recommendation analysis

*Information Resources:  

Ovid EmBase and Medline, NCBI PubMed, National Guideline Clearinghouse, Guidelines International Network, TRIP Database, Choosing Wisely, 

Cochrane Database, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, and numerous specialty society websites

Additional Internet and bibliographic searches were performed for all phases of research

Abstracts Screened

15 Systematic Reviews

31 Meta-Analyses

63 RCTs & Other Studies

Evidence Table References

5 Systematic Reviews       

10 Meta-Analyses

5 RCTs & Other Studies

89

Excluded

Systematic Literature Research – Ovid Embase and Medline Databases (01/01/2010 – 06/05/2017)

Evidence Process for Pulmonary Embolism Guideline Research
06-13-17

Guideline Review using ADAPTE method and AGREE II instrument – as of 05-30-17

For use only in connection with development of AUC by the CDI Quality Institute’s Multidisciplinary Committee

4

Guidelines not meeting AGREE II inclusion 

threshold of combined total score ≥ 90 

AND Rigor of Development Scaled Domain Score 

Percentage > 50% 

109 Results

High-Level Research Search Strategy: Search run on 05/25/2017

((pulmonary embolism or pulmonary thromboembolism) NOT pregnancy)
AND
(imaging or (CT or computed tomography) or (MRI or magnetic resonance) or 
(CTA or CT angiography) or (MRA or magnetic resonance angiography or MR 
angiography) or (PET or position emission tomography) or (SPECT or bone 
scan))
AND
(systemati* review or (randomiz* control* or RCT or randomized controlled 
trial*) or guidance or guideline or recommendation or (meta analysis or meta-
analysis))
AND
limit to (english language and humans)
limit to (meta analysis or randomized controlled trial or systematic reviews)
limit to (yr="2010 -Current"))

632 Results

Prospective Study Search Strategy: Search run on 06/14/2017

((pulmonary embolism or pulmonary thromboembolism or pulmonary hypertension) 
NOT pregnancy)
AND
(imaging or (CT or computed tomography) or (MRI or magnetic resonance) or (CTA or 
CT angiography) or (MRA or magnetic resonance angiography or MR angiography) or 
(PET or position emission tomography) or (SPECT or bone scan))
AND
limit to (english language and humans) limit to (yr="2014 -Current")

Manual limit to observational studies

Abstracts Screened
395 research studies

599

Excluded

Evidence Table References

14 Retrospective Studies

4 Prospective Studies

15 Validation & Other Studies 


